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— ooOoo — 

Last  week  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture gave  us  a  general  review  of  the  important  provisions  of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Act.    The  officials  of  the  Administration  emphasized  the  point  that  con- 
sumers should  form  the  habit  of  reading  all  labels  attentively. 

Today  that  same  government  agency  has  sent  us  some  more  detailed  information 
on  foods  under  the  new  act.    Here  it  is: 

'"The  new  act  says  that  the  term  'food'  means  articles  used  for  food  or  drink 
for  man  or  other  animals,  chewing  gum,  and  articles  used  for  components  of  any  such 
article.    Confectionery  is  a  food  under  this  definition. 

"The  new  act  provides  the  Department  of  Agriculture  with  an  important 
authority  which  was  lacking  in  the  act  of  1906.    This  is  the  authority  to  establish 
reasonable  definitions  and  standards  of  identity  for  common  foods,  and  reasonable 
standards  of  quality  and  fill  of  container.    Worded  in  another  way,  it  is  now 
possible  to  promote  honesty  and  fair  dealing  in  the  interest  of  consumers  by 
establishing  what  is  meant  by  the  common  names  of  different  foods  and  food  ingred- 
ients, and  what  constitutes  reasonable  good  quality  and  fair  pack  in  those  foods. 

"These  standards  for  foods  are  being  gradually  set  up.    When  a  standard 
exists  for  a  given  food  and  the  label  on  a  package  calls  the  food  by  its  common  name 
under  that  standard,  ingredients  do  not  have  to  be  named.     The  manufacturer  is  held 
responsible  fof  conforming  to  the  official  standard.    But  if  no  standard  as  yet  has 
been  set  up-  and  the  standardization  work  is  slow-  the  label  must  state  all  the 
ingredients  by  their  common  names. 
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"The  new  law  has  some  special  provisions  relating  to  food  adulteration  which 
ire  an  improvement  on  the  old  law.     The  act  of  1906  merely  prohibited  traffic  in  food 
that  was  injurious  "because  of  the  presence  of  added  substances  that  were  poisonous  or 
icletcrious.    The  new  law  prohibits  traffic  in  food  which  may  in  itself  be  injurious 
to  health  in  any  way. 

"This  safeguards  the  public  health  in  several  ways.     In  addition  to  prohibit- 
ing traffic  in  material  obviously  unfit  for  food,  the  law  now  protects  us  against 
orcducts  prepared  or  held  under  insanitary  conditions,  where -by  they  may  have  become 
::ntaminated.    The  law  applies  to  foods  packed  in  containers  which  might  render  the 
contents  injurious  to  health.     For  example,  metal  containers  made  partly  of  lead.  At 
the  same  time  the  law  provides  for  minute  tolerances  where  added  poisons  are  the  un- 
avoidable result  of  good  manufacturing  processes  and  do  not  make  the  food  unsafe  to 
use. 

"A  special  section  guarantees  the  purity  of  confectionery.     Candies  or  con- 
fectionery may  not  contain  alcohol  except  the  small  amount  in  the  flavoring  extract. 
They  may  not  contain  any  non-nutritive  article  or  substance  except  harmless  coloring, 
harmless  flavoring,  a  minute  amount  of  resinous  glaze,  natural  gum,  and  pectin.  That 
rules  out  candies  containing  trinkets  and  prizes  but  permits  necessary  harmless 
ingredients  of  certain  kinds.     For  example,  chewing-gum  may  contain  the  harmless  non- 
nutritive  substances  that  make  it  'chewy'. 

"Mention  of  harmless  coloring  brings  up  the  subject  of  artificial  coal-tar 
colors.    This  applies  to  drugs  and  cosmetics  as  well  as  foods.     If  any  coal-tar 
colors  are  used  in  foods,  drugs,  or  cosmetics,   they  must  be  on  the  officially 
certified  list.    More  on  that,  later. 

"The  foregoing  features  of  the  new  act  as  it  applies  to  foods  are  safeguards 
provided  for  the  consumer  without  action  on  his  or  her  part.     But  when  it  comes  to 
the  sections  on  mi  sbranded  foods,   the  consumer  has  a  part  to  play.     If  he-or  she- 
fails  to  read  labels  attentively,  the  information  required  by  the  new  act  does  not 


-s- 

S-HC 


(1/29/40) 


benefit  the  buyer  as  fully  as  it  might. 

»Tne  new  lav,  retains  substantially  all  the  regents  of  the  old  statute 
La*  truthful  statements  oh  labels.    But  it  also  says  a  food  is  misbranded  if 
\u  uteling  is  false  or  mi^lo^ing.  in  affi  particular.    That  means  that  a  produot 
(0.  u  branded  heoause  of  what  the  label  foilsjo_say  as  well  as  because  of  the 

inaccuracy  of  what  it  does  say, 

U  food  is  misbranded  if  it  is  offered  for  sale  under  the  name  of  another  food 
,r  if  lt  is  an  imitation  of  another  food  and  the  label  does  not  say  so.     A  package 
rf  food  is  misbranded  if  the  container  is  misleading  in  shape  or  sise.    tod  the  new 
„  requires  an  accurate  lable  statement  of  the  quantity  of  contents  in  a  food 
px^e.   This  statement  must  bo  in  terms  of  weight,  measure,  or  numerical  count,  and 

just  be  conspicuously  located. 

.*  longer  is  it  possible  for  a  combination  of  well  known  food  ingredients  to 
.osqucrrdo  under  a  fanciful  or  di stinctive/n^c.s  allowed  under  the  old  act.  The 
eonaon  n»e  of  the  food  or  the  ingredients  must  be  given.    The  new  law  calls  for  the 
r«e  and  address  of  the  responsible  manufacturer,  packer,  or  distributor  on  all  food 
packages. 

"inother  new  section  applies  to  foods  for  special  dietary  uses.    If  the  label 
CUU.  that  such  foods  have  special  rttln.  mineral  and  other  dietary  properties, 
the  counts  or  proportions  of  such  vitmins  or  minerals  and  other  ingredients  must  be 
satisfactory  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for 
the  use  indicated. " 

These,  then,  are  the  principal  provisions  of  the  new  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic 
tot  as  it  relates  to  foods.    Next  week  we  are  promised  a  similar  review  of  the 
subject  of  drugs  under  the  new  act. 
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